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INTRODUCTION 
            
          What is Job? The answer to the question may seem obvious: it is a biblical book. Yet Job 
is much more than the most famous literary manifestation of it. The New Testament calls 
attention to the “patience of Job” (Jas 5:11, KJV), a phrase that has become a cliché for infinite 
patience, even though the Job of the biblical book is patient only in the Prologue (1:1-2:13). The 
image of a patient Job, steadfast in the face of enormous suffering, was perpetuated in Christian 
exegesis and preserved also in Islam, where Ayyûb £ab¬r (“Patient Job”) is a model of a 
perfectly submissive faith, a proto-Muslim.  
 
 

 
 
          This tradition of a patient Job goes back at least to the pseudepigraphical Testament of Job 
(T. Job), where Job is a hero of faith who remains steadfast despite unjust sufferings repeatedly 
inflicted upon him. According to the prophet Ezekiel in the early sixth century BCE, Job was a 
man from antiquity renowned for his righteousness, which, the prophet implies, saved not only 
himself but others as well (Ezek 14:14, 20). 

So Job is more than the biblical book. It is a tradition that antedates the book and that has 
been interpreted, retold, and debated from antiquity to the present by commentators, preachers, 
theologians and philosophers. It has also been re-imagined by poets, visual artists, and 
musicians. Job is a story that has exercised Jewish and Christian interpreters and it has flourished 
in Muslim traditions. It has been the subject of reflection by intellectuals. It has inspired visual 
art through the ages—in catacombs and sarcophagi from the first centuries CE, medieval 
manuscript illuminations, cathedral sculptures, Renaissance paintings, and modern renderings in 
a variety of media. There are, in fact, thousands of artistic representations of Job in various 
genres known from around the world. Job is amply represented in music as well, from Jewish 
and Roman chants to later motets, madrigals, oratorio, and cantatas, to contemporary music, 
punk rock, and hip-hop. Job has inspired poets, novelists, playwrights, and satirists. The story 
has been re-presented in film and even dance. 

Fig. 1: The restoration of Job (left) and his wife 
Ra©ma (right), with the angel Gabriel (center) in 
a 16th century Iranian manuscript of the Stories 
of the Prophets.  Job appears in some 15 Muslim 
manuscript illuminations, typically accompanied 
by his wife, who is a faithful companion of his 
and deserves to share the final rewards with her 
husband. 
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Fig. 2: Drawing of a relief on the sarcophagus of Junius Bassus in Rome of the 4th century. Typological exegesis is 
evident in the juxtaposition of the two panels shown here and their composition: Job corresponds to Adam (left 
panel), while Job’s wife corresponds to Eve (right panel). Job’s wife covers her nose with a portion of her dress 
because of his smell (see Job 19:17) as she extends to him a cross marked piece of bread on a stick. Satan stands 
between the couple, just as the snake is between Adam and Eve. 
  

All these are part and parcel of what people know of Job. And they each contribute to the 
conversation in the Joban tradition about the reasons for suffering, particularly the tribulations of 
the innocent, the possibility of divine complicity in undeserved suffering, the nature of such a 
God, and the proper response of the faithful when confronted with terrible injustice. To varying 
degrees, the interpretations and retellings of the Joban tale, both the biblical book and the 
alternate tradition in T. Job and other sources, shape our perception of what is surely one of the 
most captivating but unsettling stories ever told.  
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SYLLABUS 
TRINITY THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

THE BOOK OF JOB 
11 July – 11 Aug 2011 (3 credits, B.D./M.Div.) 

By Prof Seow Choon Leong (leong.seow@ptsem.edu) 
Assisted by Rev Dr Maggie Low (maggie@ttc.edu.sg) 

 
 

Description 
This course explores the book of Job, with particular attention to its poetics as well as the 

theological and ethical issues it raises. Due to the length of the book and the limited amount of 
time available, the focus in this course will be on the first half of the book (chapters 1-21). 
  
Objectives 

The broad objectives of the course are threefold: to enhance appreciation for the Job as 
literature and as a theological work, to develop skills in the interpretation of a biblical book, and 
to gain an appreciation for the impact of Job in various interpretive communities in history.  
More specifically, at the end of the course, the student should  

1. have an understanding of how Job functions as a literary and theological work, 
2. know how to do a close reading of a biblical book. 

 
Books 
 There are no required textbooks for this class. In addition to several special essays that 
are included in the course packet (in CD-ROM), readings will be assigned from the following 
books placed on reserve in the library. Students will usually be able to choose to read a portion 
from either one or the other book. 
  

Balentine, Samuel. E. Job. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2006. 
Newsom, C. A. “Job,” in NIB IV, pp. 317-637.   

 
Requirements 

A. Attendance  
Class participation is mandatory for the duration of the course (11 July, 2011 to 11 
August, 2011). Each unexcused absence will have adverse consequences on one’s grade.  

B. Reading and Listening 
The assignments for each day include: 
1. A translation of the chapters for the day (SCLV), 
2. A brief discussion of the history of consequences of the chapters, 
3. Additional readings—either a special essay or pages from Balentine or Newsom, and 
4. Usually a short music clip. 

C. Student Presentation 
The third hour of each class meeting is usually dedicated to a discussion of the reading 
and listening assignments and lecture. Students are expected to participate in the 
discussions. In addition, each student is expected to make one presentation on the use of 
Job either in a sermon based on a passage in the book of Job or a Sunday School lesson 
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plan. The time allotted for each presentation is 25 minutes. A written outline of the 
presentation must be given to the instructors the day before the presentation. 

D. Final Written Assignment  
 Students may choose from one of the three options for their final assignment: 

1. A research paper between 3500-4500 words in length on a topic to be approved by 
the instructors. 

2. A creative project on teaching the Book of Job in a congregation. This project may be 
done individually or in a group. The write-up for the project should be between 3500-
4500 words. 
The above two assignments are due after the mid-semester break on 12/9/11 (Mon).  

3. A three-hour final exam based on study questions that the instructors will provide 
ahead of time. The exam will be held during the mid-semester break on 9/9/11 (Fri).  

 
 
Grades 

Course grade will be determined as follows: 
 Attendance and Class participation 15% 
 Student Presentation   25% 
 Final Assignment    60% 
 

Schedule 
11//7/11 Prologue (1:1-13) 

      Read:  “Essay 1: Provenance” in the Course Packet   

           Listen: Claudin de Semissy, Si bona Susceptimus 
 
12/7/11 Job’s Opening Speech (Job 3:1-26) 

      Read: “Essay 2: The Artistry of Job” in the Course Packet 

         Listen: Brahms, Warum ist das Licht gegeben dem Mühseligen 
 
14/7/11 Eliphaz’s First Speech (Job 4:1-5:27) 

      Read: “Essay 3 “Genre(s)” in the Course Packet 

         Listen: Eridiu Arcane, A Spirit Passed Before Me 
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18/7/11 Job’s Response to Eliphaz (Job 6:1-7:21) 

        Read: Balentine, pp. 123-46 or Newsom, pp. 384-98 

          Listen: Joni Mitchell, Sire of Sorrows 
           Sinead O’Connor, Watcher of Men 
. 
19/7/11 Bildad’s First Speech (Job 8:1-22); Job’s Response to Bildad (Job 9:1-35) 

     Read: Balentine, pp. 147-72 or Newsom, pp. 398-413. 
 
21/7/11 Job’s Response to Bildad (10:1-22); Zophar’s First Speech (11:1-20) 

     Read: Balentine, pp. 172-96 or Newsom, pp. 413-23. 

        Listen: Tomás Luis de Victoria, Taedet animan meam 
 
25/7/11 Job’s Response to Zophar (Job 12:1-13:28) 

       Read: Balentine, pp. 197-216 or Newsom, pp. 424-36. 

         Listen:  David Taylor, Ani Ma’amin 
       
26/7/11 Job’s Response to Zophar (14:1-22); Eliphaz’s Second Speech (15:1-35) 

        Read: Balentine, pp. 216-48 or Newsome, pp. 437-55. 

          Listen: Carlisle Floyd, Pilgrimage 
 
28/7/11 Job’s Response (Job 16:1-17:16) 

         Read: Balentine, pp. 249-68 or Newsome, pp. 455-65 

         Listen: Olivier Messaien, Des canyons aux étoiles. 
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1/8/11  Bildad’s Second Speech (18:1-21); Job’s Response (Job 19:1-29) 

          Read: Balentine, pp. 269-308 or Newsom, pp. 466-81 

          Listen: Handel, I Know My Redeemer Lives (from The Messiah) 
 

2/8/11  Zophar’s Second Speech (Job 20:1-29); Job’s Response (21:1-34) 

   Read: Balentine, pp. 309-38 or Newsom, pp. 481-504. 
. 
4/8/11  Theology  

  Read: “Essay 4: Theology” in the Course Packet  

    Listen:Parry, Job, An Oratorio 
   
8/8/11  Integrity and Structure 

Read: “Essay 5: Integrity” and “Essay 6: Structure” in the Course Packet 

  Listen: Ralph Vaughn Williams, Job, A Masque for Dancing 
 
9/8/11  NATIONAL DAY (class will not meet) 
 
11/8/11 Retrospection and Evaluation 
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RECOMMENDED COMMENTARIES 

 
Andersen,  Francis. I. Job. An Introduction and Commentary. TOTC. London/Downers Grove, 

IL: Inter-varsity, 1976. This is a small commentary written for a popular audience but it 
is useful for clergy and scholars as well. Andersen, an evangelical scholar, is a highly-
respected Hebraist. He brings his immense scholarship to bear on the reading of Job 
despite the brief scope of the work.  

 
Balentine, Samuel. E. Job. Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentaries 10. Macon, GA: Smyth & 

Helwys, 2006. A theologically and pastorally sensitive work. This commentary stands out 
for its incorporation of the reception of the book. An accompanying CD-Rom greatly 
enhances the attractiveness of the work.  

 
Clines, David. J. A. Job 1-20. WBC 17. Dallas, TX: Word, 1989; Job 21-37. WBC 18. 

Nashville, TN: Word, 2006. The third volume has been in press or the last two years and 
is still not out. This is one of the most detailed commentaries available. Clines is 
exceedingly creative and insightful. The bibliographies alone are worth the money for 
these volumes. 

 
Dhorme, Edouard. A Commentary on the Book of Job. Trans. H. Knight. London: Thomas 

Nelson & Sons, 1967 [French orig. 1926]. Long regarded as a standard in the field, this 
commentary remains one of the finest in terms of textual criticism and philology, even 
though it was written before the discovery of the Ugaritc tablets, the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
and the advances in textual criticism. 

 
Driver, S. R., and Gray, G. B. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Job 

together with a New Translation. ICC. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1921. Like Dhorme, 
this is a standard technical commentary. The historical-critical method at its best (and 
worst). An indispensable work.  

   
Eisemann, Moshe. Job. A New Translation with a Commentary Anthologized from Talmudic, 

Midrashic, and Rabbinic Sources. Artscroll Tanach Series. Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah, 
1994.  This work provides a very useful collocation of Jewish interpretations in the early 
rabbinic and medieval periods. The author himself also often provides rich exegetical 
insights.  

 
Good, Edwin. M. In Turns of Tempest: A Reading of Job with a Translation. Stanford, CA: 

Stanford University Press, 1990. The greatest strength of this work is Good’s literary 
sensitivity. It is an enjoyable read.  
 

Gordis, Robert. The Book of Job: Commentary, New Translation, and Special Notes. New York: 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, 1978. Written by a highly-respected Jewish 
scholar of the wisdom literature, this commentary provides a careful engagement of the 
Hebrew text. An indispensable work. 
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Habel,  Norman. The Book of Job. OTL. Philadelphia, PA: Westminster, 1985. An advocate of 
“new literary criticism,” Habel pays attention to the “design” of the book in its final 
form. A good, insightful work commentary, though weak in philology. 

 
¥akham, Amos. Job with the Jerusalem Commentary. Jerusalem: Mosad HaRav Kook, 2009 

[Heb. orig. 1970]. A conservative work by a Jewish scholar, this commentary provides 
helpful engagements of the Jewish exegetical traditions. 

 
Hartley, John. E. The Book of Job. NICOT. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988. A major 

commentary by a well-trained evangelical scholar. It is a sober work, strong on philology. 
It is, however, largely unoriginal.  

.  
Gray, John. The Book of Job. The Text of the Hebrew Bible 1. Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix 

Press, 2010. Posthumously published, this is a very rich, if perhaps overly creative, 
philological commentary. The best part of it is the introduction, which is masterful. 
Historical-criticism at its best (and worst). 

 
Janzen, J. Gerald. Job. Interpretation. Atlanta: John Knox, 1985. Written primarily for pastors, 

this is a highly creative and insightful commentary. No commentator has done a better 
job of thinking theologically about the book. It should be in every pastor’s library.  

 
Newsom, C. A. “Job.” In NIB IV, pp. 317-637.  This is an outstanding commentary, even though 

the format of the series does not allow the author to delve into the text-critical and 
philological problems at length. Newsom is as literary as they come and her reflections 
are terrific. I would count this among the best two or three commentaries on Job ever.  

  
Pope, M. Job. AB 15. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1965. 3d ed., 1973. Strong on philology, but 

less helpful on literary and theological matters. It contains a good introduction to the 
book. A major historical-critical commentary. 
 

Rowley, H. H. Job. NCB. Thomas Nelson & Sons, 1970. A historical-critical commentary whose 
greatest strength is in its summary of scholarly perspectives. Largely unoriginal. Good to 
consult, though terribly dry. 

 
Saadiah ben Joseph al-Fayyûmî. The Book of Theodicy: Translation and Commentary on the 

Book of Job. Trans. L. E. Goodman. Yale Judaica Series 25. New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 1988 [10th century]. This is the first Jewish commentary on Job extant 
It comes from the tenth century. 

 
Simonetti, Manlio and Marco Conti. Job. ACCSOT 6. Downer’s Grove, IL: Inter-varsity, 2006. 

Part of a series that seeks to make available the interpretations of the early Christians.  
 
Tur-Sinai, N. H. The Book of Job, A New Commentary. Jerusalem: Kiryath Sepher, 1957. A good 

commentary to consult on philological matters. The author arhues for an Aramaic 
original that was later translated into Hebrew, thus accounting for many of the textuasl 
difficulties. 
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Wharton, James A. Job. WBC. Louisville, KY: Westmister/John Knox, 1999. Written for the 
laity by a renowned homiletician. 

 
 
Other Books to Consult: 
 
Gordis, Robert. The Book of God and Man: A Study of Job. Chicago/London: University of 

Chicago Press, 1965. This is a rich collecton of essays by a distinguished Job scholar. 
 
Newsom, Carol A. The Book of Job: A Contest of Moral Imaginations. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2003. This is a highly stimulating and original study that concerns how 
to read the different parts of the book in conversation with one another. Everyone serious 
about the book of Job should read it. 

 
Terrien, Samuel. The Iconography of Job through the Centuries: Artists as Biblical Interpreters. 

University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1996. A delightful study of the 
various ways artists through the ceturies have interpreted the story of Job. 

 
Zuckerman, Bruce. Job the Silent: A Study in Historical Counterpoint. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1991. An insightful monograph written by a historical critic who is also 
a sensitive reader of ancient texts. 

 
 
 
 
 


