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� Born Aurelius Augustinus in Tagaste
near Hippo, North Africa (Algeria) in 
354

� Born to a deeply devout Christian 
mother, Monica and pagan father. His 
father converted to Christianity shortly 
before his death in 371. 

� Studied in Carthage 
• Hated subjects as Maths and Greek
• Debauched life - “cauldron of unholy 

loves”
• Took on a concubine while in teens
• Initially saw Christianity as religion 

for the simple-minded

� Not satisfied with the Christian 
Scriptures, he joined the Manicheans.
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� Augustine’s philosophical, 

intellectual and sensual pursuits 
could not help him answer his 

many questions.
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� He travelled to Rome and Milan 
and met with the finest 

rhetoricians to find at the end that 
only his mother’s wisdom and 

faith could answer his dilemmas
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� Sought to learn from Bishop Ambrose, 
having heard about his gift in 

preaching.  Augustine was impressed.

� Bishop Ambrose baptised him on 
Easter night 24/25 April 387.

� The same year, a close friend and his 
mother passed away.  In their deaths, 

Augustine was inconsolable.
� Returning to Carthage in 391 he lived a 

monastic life - meditation and studying.

� In 391, Augustine was ordained as a 
priest by Bishop Valerius

� He was made bishop of Hippo in 396



����������	
������
�

������������������������������������####�����%������%������%������%�
� Wrote extensive philosophical, polemical, 

dogmatic, exegetical, moral and pastoral 

works, sermons and letters.

� Augustine wrote against nearly every 

controversy of his time

Manichaeism

Donatists

Pelagianism

� Augustine’s other works include:

Confessions

De Trinitate - On the Trinity

De Civitate Dei - City of God
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In his painful Confessions Augustine laments: 
"Non Posse Non "Non Posse Non "Non Posse Non "Non Posse Non PeccarePeccarePeccarePeccare"""" (I am not able not to sin). He 

has suffered this troublesome situation and proposed 

four states of man possibilities in relation to sin:

� able to sin, able not to sin (posse peccare, posse non  

peccare) the state of man in innocence, before the Fall
� not able not to sin (non posse non peccare); the second 

the state of the natural man after the Fall
� able not to sin (posse non peccare) the third the state of 

the regenerate man
� unable to sin (non posse peccare) the fourth the glorified 

man.
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� The City of God is defined by its love of 

God or amour Dei.

- Matthew 22:37: “to love God with all your heart    

and with all your soul with all your mind… and to 

love your neighbor as yourself.”

� The City of Man is defined by the love of 

self or amour sui.

- When we love ourselves in a selfish manner we 

choose personal desire over faithful love in God

Cupiditas - cupidity or greed
Concupiscentia - concupiscence or 

disordered appetite
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• The fall leads us to depraved desires.

• In City of God, Augustine calls for a rejection of 
selfishness.

• Cardinal virtues were expressions of love:

Temperance - ability to love a thing in 
its proper measure.

Fortitude - the ability to hold steadfast 
to one’s love.

Prudence - the ability to direct one’s love properly. 

Justice - the ability to love God, 
other and self appropriately.
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It was the sack of Rome  in 410 AD by the 

Visigoths that solicited a response from 

Augustine, in his monumental De Civitate Dei 

(The City of God)

According to Christian History, 

“This was the world's first "modern" history in 

the sense that it offered an account of world 

history with a teleological explanation--that is, 

an explanation showing that events have 

"purpose," or destination.”
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Martin Luther refers to Augustine more 
than any other theologians.  Luther felt that 

he has moved beyond Augustine in regard 
to justification.

Thomas Aquinas cited Augustine in the 

presentation of his defence of original sin 
and infant baptism. 

John Calvin when accused by the Roman 

Catholic Church of theological innovation, 
argued that he was instead harkening back 

to Augustine
Adapted from Issue 67, Christian History
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Adapted from Issue 67, Christian History

Thomas Cranmer, the English Reformer 
who commissioned a portrait of himself had 
a copy of Augustine’s De Fide et Operibus

(On Faith and Works) painted on the table.  
Cranmer was in many ways influenced 

through his reading of Augustine’s works.

Menno Simmons, the Anabaptist leader 

disagreed with Augustine on many counts: 
church leadership, nature of Christian 

community and infant baptism. 
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O Lord God, the light of the minds that know 

you, the Life of the souls that love you, and the 

strength of the hearts that serve you: 

Help us, following the example of your servant 

Augustine of Hippo, so to know you that we 

may truly love you, and so to love you that we 

may fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect 

freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen
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� Considered one of the most important 

Latin theologians

� Developed the doctrines on grace, 
sin, church and the Trinity

� His development of the doctrine of the 
Trinity was to add the E-W tension, 
leading to the split in 1054.

� Referred as the ‘Doctor of Grace’

� One of the most prolific authors 
whose works remain important today!
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� From the ante-Nicene Fathers, 
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the early martyrs

� From the Nicene Fathers
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� From the Nicene Father
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� From the Desert Fathers
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� From the Ante-Nicene Fathers
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Faith of our fathers, living still,
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword;
O how our hearts beat high with joy
Whenever we hear that glorious Word!

Refrain

Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to Thee till death.
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Faith of our fathers, we will strive
To win all nations unto Thee;
And through the truth that comes from God,
We all shall then be truly free.

Refrain

Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to Thee till death.
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Faith of our fathers, we will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife;
And preach Thee, too, as love knows how
By kindly words and virtuous life.

Refrain

Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to Thee till death.
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